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Pediatric Early Warning Signs:   
PEWS

0 1 2 3 Score

Behavior •Playing
•Alert
•Appropriate
•At baseline 

•Sleep
•Fussy but 
consolable

•Irritable/Inconsolable •Lethargic
•Confused
•Reduced response 
to pain 

Cardiovascular •Pink
•Capillary refill   
1-2 seconds 

• Pale
• Capillary refill   3 
seconds 

•Grey
•Capillary refill    4 
seconds
•Tachycardia of 20 
above normal rate 

•Grey
•Mottled 
•Capillary refill 5 
seconds or above
•Tachycardia of 30 
above normal rate 
or bradycardia. 

Respiratory •Within normal 
parameters
• No retractions 

•Greater than 10 
above normal 
parameters
•Use of accessory 
muscles
•30+% FiO2 
•3+ Liters/minute 

•Greater than 20 above 
normal parameters
•Retractions
• 40+% FiO2 
• 6+ Liters/minute
•Trach &ventilator 
dependent 

•Below normal 
parameters with 
retractions 
•Grunting. 
•50% FiO2 
•8+ Liters/minute 

Green=0-2 Score Yellow=3 Score Orange=4 score Red =5 or Greater Score

Please Note: Asthma patients on continuous albuterol nebulizers will automatically be a 3 due to respiratory status, please use 
clinical judgment and make sure the patient is meeting the criteria for not just tachycardia when rating their cardiovascular 
system                                      Adapted from Cincinnati Children's’ PEWS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Royanne: We have chronic tracheostomy patients and asthmatics on continuous nebulizers. Some changes were made to encompass the patient population we take care of on the inpatient medical unit.

PEWS will be assess by the RN every 4 hours/or with assessment, or more often if needed 

The white assignment boards will have color coded magnets by the patient room number, nurses will update (or can delicate to ISS)






